CHRISTIANITY AND   ISLAM

differentism of the Muhammedan conquer-
ors. We shall constantly see hereafter how
much they owed in every department of
intellectual life to the teaching of the races
which they subjugated. Their attitude
towards other beliefs was never so intolerant
as was that of Christendom at that period.
Christianity may well have been the teach-
ing influence in this department of life as
in others. Moreover at all times and
especially in the first century the position
of Christians has been very tolerable, even
though the Muslims regarded them as an
inferior class, Christians were able to rise
to the highest offices of state, even to the
post of vizier, without any compulsion to
renounce their faith. Even during the
period of the crusades when the religious
opposition was greatly intensified, again
through Christian policy, Christian officials
cannot have been uncommon : otherwise
Muslim theorists would never have uttered
their constant invectives against the em-
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